HENLEY 2011

Match report

HONOURS EVEN IN HENLEY MATCH

perhaps the ideal result befitting the spirit of near 40 years of these encounters .

The OA Society team of 10 included two ’rookies’ (best-dressed Rob Hardwick and keen-as-mustard Scott Sullivan) so they were paired with old hands for the morning and afternoon foursomes matches. The Oxbridge Society team included 7 newbies (3 of them still at uni) and even brought in 2 fresh pairs of legs for the afternoon - one a former Walker Cup player.
The course was in excellent nick – the more recently introduced bunkers are cunningly positioned for max effect! we recd our customary Henley good fortune with the weather just right. Does it ever rain there? Most can only recall once (in the 80s/90s?). All said, the perfect venue for our match.

With most of the day’s matches reaching the 16th and beyond, rivalry was keen but not at the expense of plenty of good-natured banter. Despite our narrow 3-2 lead at lunch, we had a sense of forboding that Oxbridge have ‘previous’ in improved performance after a glass or 3 of vin rouge ….. or do we run out of gas perhaps?

They duly responded to level 5-5 on the last green of the last match - courtesy of a wearying and rusty ‘yours truly’ (with Rob H.), having been 4up after 9 only to find the halfway hut just closed, starved of fuel our short game spluttered, even dormie 2 up, we lost 17 and then 18.

Thanks to our other players Nick Champness, Rob Paul, Mike Crowston, Rob Jenkins, John Naylor, Bob Reid – all of whom contributed - and from both teams only our David Bailey won twice……… and nice to see another new member Graham Cheese walking round to support then getting out for 9 holes. With Messrs Hardwick and Naylor also from Notts we need one more for a Notts Four-rest (for those who remember the OAGs own Bucks Fizz).
So the Wilkinson Sword trophy was shared and maintained our record of just one defeat since 2004.
Andy Robinson (Match Captain)

